


Pastor Search Request
American Baptist Personnel Service (ABPS)

Congregation Information

Church Name: Bethlehem Baptist Church
Location: Alexandria, VA  22306
American Baptist Region: American Baptist Churches of the South
Denominational Affiliation: American Baptist Churches USA
Position Sought: Senior Pastor / Lead Pastor
Position Type: Full-Time

Congregational Identity and Life
Bethlehem Baptist Church is an American Baptist congregation rooted in the historic Baptist commitment to freedom of conscience, covenantal community, and the authority of Scripture. Our life together is shaped by worship, prayer, Christian education, service, and fellowship, as we seek to follow Jesus Christ faithfully in our local context.
Our congregation values meaningful worship, thoughtful preaching, and ministries that nurture spiritual growth across the lifespan. We strive to be a welcoming and inclusive community, attentive to the movement of the Holy Spirit and responsive to the needs of both our members and our neighbors.

Ministry Context and Season of Discernment
We are presently in a season of pastoral transition and prayerful discernment. Guided by the principles and practices outlined in Calling an American Baptist Minister, our congregation has engaged in reflection, listening, and shared conversation about who we are, what God has been doing among us, and where God may be calling us next.
This season has invited both gratitude for our past and honesty about present challenges, while also opening space for renewed vision, growth, and faithful change. We seek a pastor who will walk with us thoughtfully and prayerfully, honoring our history while helping us discern God’s future for our congregation.

Theological Orientation and Baptist Identity
As an American Baptist congregation, we affirm:
· The centrality of Jesus Christ in faith and life
· The authority of Scripture interpreted through prayer, reason, and community
· The priesthood of all believers
· Congregational governance and shared leadership
· Commitment to justice, mission, and service in the world
We seek a pastor who is theologically grounded in the American Baptist tradition and comfortable engaging theological reflection in ways that are accessible, relevant, and spiritually nourishing.

Leadership Qualities and Pastoral Gifts
We are prayerfully seeking a pastor who:
· Demonstrates a deep, authentic, and growing relationship with Jesus Christ
· Leads the congregation with spiritual maturity, humility, integrity, and compassion
· Is a thoughtful preacher and teacher of the Word
· Values collaboration and shared ministry with lay leaders
· Is attentive to pastoral care, presence, and relationship-building
· Possesses the ability to guide visioning, discernment, and change with wisdom and grace
· Communicates effectively across generations, cultures, and perspectives
· Engages faithfully with the wider American Baptist family and the local community




Primary Responsibilities of the Pastor
The pastor will be called to:
· Proclaim the Gospel through biblically grounded, relevant, and spiritually engaging preaching
· Provide pastoral care, counseling, and spiritual leadership to individuals and families
· Equip, encourage, and empower lay leaders and ministry teams
· Facilitate congregational discernment, visioning, and planning
· Provide leadership in worship, Christian education, and spiritual formation
· Oversee staff and administrative responsibilities in partnership with church leadership
· Represent the congregation within the American Baptist Churches USA, ecumenical settings, and the local community

Congregation and Community Engagement
Our congregation seeks to be actively engaged in the life of the community, responding to local needs and participating in mission beyond the church walls. We desire a pastor who values outreach, partnerships, and public witness, and who encourages the congregation to live out faith through service and justice.

Compensation and Support
Compensation, benefits, and ministry support will be offered in accordance with regional guidelines and commensurate with education, experience, and responsibilities. Details will be shared during the candidacy process.

Search and Discernment Process
This pastoral search is being conducted prayerfully and intentionally in partnership with the American Baptist Personnel Service. The Search Committee and congregation are committed to a process of spiritual discernment, listening for God’s leading, and engaging candidates with openness, respect, and care.
We welcome ABPS recommendations and invite candidates who feel a sense of call to prayerfully discern with us whether God may be leading us into shared ministry.

Contact Information
Pulpit Committee Contact: Cynthia G. Snyder, Chair, Pulpit Committee
Email: bbcpulpitsearch@bbc-nva.org

Closing Reflection
We trust that God is already at work preparing both our congregation and the pastor who will serve among us. With hope, prayer, and faith, we look forward to the next chapter of ministry God will unfold in and through our life together.
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